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Not just a sponsor
Gerard Roofs were so supportive and flexible. They provided 
me with paid work that fit in with my course and studies, I 
was able to do my 800 engineering hours required for my 
degree there. Operations Manager, Kevin Saunders would 
always make time for me, he would ask to catch up to
see how I was going and check in on me. He was like 
another mentor.

Passing opportunity onto my whānau
The paid work with Gerard Roofs meant that I was able to 
support myself and help my family while studying. Since 
graduating, I've become financial stable and been able to 
send my parents to Tonga, Samoa and Australia. Mum 
always wanted to travel but started a family young, so it's 
nice to be able to do that for her.

The mentee becomes the mentor
I had a great mentor in Sarah, we met once a month and 
she invited me into her family. I felt comfortable telling 
her how things really were. Coming from a family of boys, 
she was like a big sister to me and was such a good 
support system. It helped take the pressure off, knowing I 
had someone to offload to about the stress of university 
and also things outside of study too. It was such a great 
experience, I'm now a mentor too, as I want to give 
someone the support that Sarah gave me.

"I grew up with brothers, so it was nice 
to have a big sister figure in my 

mentor Sarah."
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THE RIPPLE
EFFECT

I know how important it is to follow you passion. I 
was able to help my brother plan his tertiary study 
at Media Design School so he can study design.

During my first visit to the 
Solomon Islands, I got involved 
with the Badminton community 
in my spare time, I recently went 
back to help with a gender 
equity programme, looking at 
the issues women in sport are 
facing and helped promote 
badminton to locals.

I’ve had the opportunity to visit 
the Solomon Islands as a graduate 
engineer to help the Ministry of 
Education build science classrooms 
right across the island. I was also 
involved in setting up emergency 
response systems for earthquakes.

I love giving back as a mentor. I feel like I’ve 
got value to add to a new scholar. I’m also 
mentoring a summer intern at work and 
while working on a school upgrade project I 
met a student who is interested in 
engineering who I’ve taken under my wing. 
She and I meet regularly and she’s decided 
to study engineering too.

I am proud that I was able to 
provide the opportunity for my 
parents to go back to the islands. 
Mum is Samoan and Dad is 
Tongan, they’d never been to 
each other’s birthplaces.
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We asked Roseanne to measure the change to her sense of wellbeing 
on a scale of 1 to 10. This compares how she felt before she was 
granted the First Foundation Scholarship to how she feels now.
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